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“Jesus said to him, . . . ‘You follow me!’” 
John 21:22

Learn to understand and 
assess spiritual maturity in 
your church and make plans 
to effectively build believers 
wherever they may be.

RBPstore.org/strongchurch

THESE LAST FEW MONTHS HAVE AFFECTED THE 
SPIRITUAL MATURITY OF YOUR CHURCH FOR BETTER 

OR WORSE. DO YOU KNOW WHICH?



SCHEDULE

Don’t
Miss It!
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TUESDAY

MONDAY

12:00 p.m. General Session: Mike Hess

  1:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions

  2:30 p.m. Business Meeting

  3:30 p.m. Networking Session

  4:00 p.m. General Session: Steve DeWitt

  5:00 p.m. Networking Session

11:00 a.m. Networking Session

12:00 p.m. General Session: Steve DeWitt

  1:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions

  2:30 p.m. Panel Discussion

  4:00 p.m. General Session: Steve DeWitt
 
  *All times are Central Time.
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BREAKOUT 
Interpreting Scripture Well: The 
Need for a Sound Hermeneutic
Leader: David Gunn 
Not all believers interpret the  
Bible in the same way, and this of-
ten leads to theological or method-
ological disagreements. If we truly 
believe in the inspiration, inerrancy, 
and authority of Scripture, then we 
should take hermeneutics seriously 
and be careful to interpret Scripture 
responsibly.

Church Revitalization
Leaders: Clare Jewell and Terry  
Thompson
God used a global pandemic to 
give us space to reflect on the most 
effective ways our churches can 
move forward to accomplish His 
purposes. How can we seize this 
opportunity to revitalize our church-
es? What can we do to reproduce 
disciples and leaders? The time is 
now to actively engage in a process 
of renewal and reproduction!

Networking Ministries
Various Ministry Leaders
God is at work in various network-
ing ministries. Interact with their 
leadership and get an update on 
the latest that is happening with 
each ministry. 

When Adult Children Wander: 
Living and Pastoring Well in the 
Face of Close Departure 
Leader: David Strope  
Major heartaches occur when older 
children choose to not follow Scrip-
tural values and truth they were 
taught in the home. Their children’s 
decisions to follow a path away 
from faith can affect every aspect 
of the parents’ lives: their walk with 
God, marriage, interactions with the 
other children, and their pastoral 
and leadership roles. Join this panel 
discussion and gain insight into one 
of life’s most challenging circum-
stances.

sessions (Monday at 1:15 p.m.)
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Learn to understand and 
assess spiritual maturity in 
your church and make plans 
to effectively build believers 
wherever they may be.

RBPstore.org/strongchurch

THESE LAST FEW MONTHS HAVE AFFECTED THE 
SPIRITUAL MATURITY OF YOUR CHURCH FOR BETTER 

OR WORSE. DO YOU KNOW WHICH?

https://page.rbpstore.org/RBB/StrongChurch?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=RBB&utm_content=SC
https://page.rbpstore.org/RBB/StrongChurch?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=RBB&utm_content=SC


NETWORKING 

How to Become a Next-Level Sending Church
Leader: Scott Dunford

Sponsor: ABWE International
ABWE.org

Updates from Faith Baptist Bible College
Leader: Noah Kephart 

Sponsor: Faith Baptist Bible College & Seminary
Faith.edu

Leadership Development
Leader: Clare Jewell 

Sponsor: Regular Baptist Builders Club
BaptistBuildersClub.org

breakout sessions
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http://ABWE.org
http://Faith.edu
http://BaptistBuildersClub.org


@RegularBaptist

perspective

GARBC

@RegularBaptist

GARBC20
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connect with us
GO DIGITAL
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SPEAKERS 

Mike Hess became the national 
representative of the GARBC in 
2018 after serving in pastoral 
ministries in Illinois and Iowa. 
During his pastoral years, Mike 
served on the GARBC Council 
of Eighteen and was involved in 
the association through speak-
ing, writing, and facilitating the 
annual conference. Mike leads 
the GARBC with an emphasis 
on “making disciples through 
healthy local churches.”

7

Steve DeWitt is the senior pastor of Bethel 
Church in Crown Point, Indiana, a multicampus 
church.  He has a teaching ministry called “The 
Journey,” which can be heard on Moody Radio 
in Chicago and thejourney.fm. He is the author 
of Eyes Wide Open: Enjoying God in Everything.

GARBC conference 2020: perspective

http://thejourney.fm
https://www.amazon.com/Eyes-Wide-Open-Enjoying-Everything/dp/193539164X


RBP WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDIES

W H E R E  I S  G O D , 
and why isn’t He doing anything about this?

Whether you are riding high 
in the mountains, trudging 
through the muck of the valley, 
or simply wading through the 
mundane, God is still God. 
He still sees and hears you. 
He is unshaken and constant. 
He is a merciful judge. The 
power of His salvation can give 
you hope. So, enjoy this study 
of Habakkuk and place your 
hope in our God, Who is fearful 
and wonderful.

Available this September

®

Preorder this Women’s Bible Study today!
RBPstore.org • 1.800.727.4440 (Can. 1.800.366.8004) 

http://rbpstore.org
https://www.rbpstore.org/Products/Default.aspx?bookid=5181&utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=WBS&utm_content=FAW
https://www.rbpstore.org/Products/Default.aspx?bookid=5181&utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=WBS&utm_content=FAW
tel:+18007274440


Go boldly. Start here. 

TO THE MBU 
EXPERIENCE

VISIT MBU.EDU/GOBOLDLY 
Maranatha Baptist University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.  
www.hlcommission.com | 312.263.0456

FRIENDLY, SPIRITUAL ATMOSPHERE
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
ACCREDITATION
LOCAL CHURCH & MINISTRY EMPHASIS
BAPTIST DISTINCTIVES

RBP WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDIES

W H E R E  I S  G O D , 
and why isn’t He doing anything about this?

Whether you are riding high 
in the mountains, trudging 
through the muck of the valley, 
or simply wading through the 
mundane, God is still God. 
He still sees and hears you. 
He is unshaken and constant. 
He is a merciful judge. The 
power of His salvation can give 
you hope. So, enjoy this study 
of Habakkuk and place your 
hope in our God, Who is fearful 
and wonderful.

Available this September

®

Preorder this Women’s Bible Study today!
RBPstore.org • 1.800.727.4440 (Can. 1.800.366.8004) 

http://mbu.edu


EXHIBITORS

REGULAR BAPTIST MINISTRIES EXHIBITS

Regular Baptist Builders Club | BaptistBuildersClub.org

Regular Baptist Chaplaincy | RegularBaptistChaplaincy.org

Regular Baptist International | garbcInternational.org

Regular Baptist Press | RegularBaptistPress.org

Kids4Truth Clubs | Kids4Truth.com

Strong Curriculum | StrongCurriculum.com

RBP VBS | rbpVBS.org

NETWORKING EXHIBITS

ABWE EveryEthne | everyethne.church

ABWE International | ABWE.org

AdvanceTech Systems | AdvanceTechSystems.org

Brotherhood Mutual | BrotherhoodMutual.com

Dale R. Whiting | DaleRWhiting.com

Faith Baptist Bible College | Faith.edu

Fellowship International Mission | FIM.org

10 GARBC conference 2020: perspective

http://BaptistBuildersClub.org
http://RegularBaptistChaplaincy.org
http://garbcInternational.org
http://RegularBaptistPress.org
http://Kids4Truth.com
http://StrongCurriculum.com
https://2021.rbpVBS.org
http://everyethne.church 
http://ABWE.org
http://AdvanceTechSystems.org
http://BrotherhoodMutual.com
http://DaleRWhiting.com
http://Faith.edu
http://FIM.org


EXHIBITOR 
prizes

Stop by the following virtual exhibit booths and follow “offer” instructions.  
Be sure to chat with a representative to find out more! 

ABWE EveryEthne
Empowering Leadership Assessment ($79 value)

Brotherhood Mutual
$100 Amazon Gift Card

Faith Baptist Bible College & Seminary 
One free registration for our Refresh Conference in January, 2021

Kids4Truth Clubs 
$50 Gift Certificate to RBP

Regular Baptist Builders Club
Your choice of a resource kit worth more than $100 OR a gift card.

Regular Baptist International
2021 RBP VBS Kit

RBP VBS
5 Women’s Bible Studies

Strong Curriculum
Starbucks Gift Card

11GARBC conference 2020: perspective



http://garbcinternational.org/donate
https://garbcinternational.org/


Strengthen Your Kids’ Club 
Strengthen Your Kids’ Lives

We can help strengthen your kids’ lives 
whether they’re at church or home! 

Visit our virtual booth in the expo hall 
for three free resources!

Every aspect of the club program helps students 
understand what they’re memorizing and 
how it applies to their own lives. It helps them 
know what they believe and why they believe it!

Try one doctrinal theme for FREE
try.kids4truth.com

https://try.kids4truth.com/?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=K4T&utm_content=TRY
https://learnabout.kids4truth.com/?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=K4T&utm_content=TRY


ofCOUNCIL   18

14

election

The Council of Eighteen election will take place on Monday, June 29 at the 2:30 p.m. 
business meeting. Two messengers from each church in the GARBC fellowship may vote 
in the Council of Eighteen election. Church plant/mission status churches in the GARBC 
fellowship do not have voting privileges. Voting messengers must be registered for the 
conference. Ballots will be distributed at the business meeting. A total of six nominees 
will be elected. 

Tim Baker, Pastor
Bethany Baptist Church | Salem, Oregon

David Cotner, Pastor
Prairie Flower Baptist Church | Washington, Iowa

Dave Fox, Pastor
Grace Church | Springfield, Illinois

James Kester, Pastor
Sahuaro Baptist Church | Tucson, Arizona

David Lunsford, Executive Director
Baptist Network Northwest | Olympia, Washington

Stephen Moore, Pastor
Horton Baptist Church | Waverly, Iowa

Tim Moore, Pastor
Faith Baptist Church | Mason City, Iowa

Michael Myers, Pastor
Faith Baptist Church | Winfield, Illinois

Chuck Pausley, State Representative
Ohio Assoc. of Reg. Bapt. Churches | Seville, Ohio

John Scally, Pastor
Emmanuel Baptist Church | Flint, Michigan

Ross Shannon, Pastor
First Baptist Church | Lapeer, Michigan

Ken Spink, Pastor
Berea Baptist Church | Berea, Ohio

GARBC conference 2020: perspective



ofCOUNCIL   18
current members

15

The following individuals are currently serving on the council with time 
remaining on their terms: 

Mike Augsburger, Lead Pastor 
Soteria: A Baptist Church | West Des Moines, Iowa

David Burman Sr., Pastor 
Berean Baptist Church | New Castle, Delaware

Tim Capon, Representative 
Iowa Assoc. of Reg. Bapt. Churches  | Ankeny, Iowa

Brian Cederquist, Pastor
Good News Baptist Church | Grand Rapids, Michigan

Sam Farlow, Pastor
South Holly Baptist Church | Centennial, Colorado

Ken Floyd, Representative 
Michigan Assoc. of Reg. Bapt. | Churches  Grand Rapids, Michigan

Will Hatfield, Pastor 
CrossRoad Baptist Church | Ames, Iowa

Greg Linscott, Pastor 
Brown Street Baptist Church | Alton, Illinois

Patrick Odle, Predident 
Baptist Mid Missions | Cleveland, Ohio

Jeremy Penrod, Pastor 
Temple Baptist Church | Lincoln, Nebraska

Scott Poling, Pastor 
Harvest New Beginnings | Oswego, Illinois

David Strope, Pastor 
Ankeny Baptist Church | Ankeny, Iowa

GARBC conference 2020: perspective



®

Younger, older, and 
combined-group options 
to fit your church. 

Download a 
complete lesson at 
ItsGrowTimeJr.Church.

Promote spiritual growth 
now in grades 1–6!

Visit the RBP booth in the expo 
hall for a special conference offer!

https://try.itsgrowtimejr.church/
https://www.accelevents.com/e/GARBC/portal/expo/2753


Approaching 
100 Years as a 
Bible College

515.964.0601
faith.edu

1900 NW Fourth Street
Ankeny, Iowa 50023

For nearly 100 years, Faith Baptist Bible College 
has stayed true to its mission to prepare vocational 
Christian workers and ministry leaders for local 
churches throughout the world.

Watch for updates on faith.edu in the months 
ahead as Faith unveils plans to celebrate 100 
years of God’s faithfulness!

V I S I T  F A I T H . E D U

1 9 2 1 - 2 0 2 1

http://faith.edu


http://baptistbuildersclub.org/donate


•First two credits free

•Synchronous distance-ed

•Fully accredited degrees

Central Seminary

http://centralseminary.edu
mailto:info%40centralseminary.edu?subject=


notes
BREAKOUT 

perspective20



notes
BREAKOUT 

perspective 21



 THE GREAT 
COMMISSION 

We see competition everywhere—businesses, 
siblings, politics, sports, and sadly, even 
among fellow Christians, churches, and church 
leaders. But what if the gospel presents a 
different kind of social ethic?

God offers us something better. More satisfying. 
More joyous. More lasting than a temporary 
victory or the pride of one-upping another 
person. It’s no contest—we can overcome a 
competitive spirit!

RBPstore.org/nocontest
1.800.727.4440 (Can. 1.800.366.8004) 

ISN’T 
THE GREAT 
COMPETITION.

Visit the RBP booth in the virtual 
expo hall to watch an important 
video message from Mike Hess.

RBP5524 • Paper • $12.99

https://page.rbpstore.org/rbb/nocontest?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=RBB&utm_content=NC
https://page.rbpstore.org/rbb/nocontest?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=RBB&utm_content=NC
tel:+18007274440
https://www.accelevents.com/e/GARBC/portal/expo/2753


FIND YOUR PURPOSE
bju.edu/glory

REACH YOUR HIGHEST POTENTIAL  
FOR RESPECT
FOR FAME
FOR MONEY
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 THE GREAT 
COMMISSION 

We see competition everywhere—businesses, 
siblings, politics, sports, and sadly, even 
among fellow Christians, churches, and church 
leaders. But what if the gospel presents a 
different kind of social ethic?

God offers us something better. More satisfying. 
More joyous. More lasting than a temporary 
victory or the pride of one-upping another 
person. It’s no contest—we can overcome a 
competitive spirit!

RBPstore.org/nocontest
1.800.727.4440 (Can. 1.800.366.8004) 

ISN’T 
THE GREAT 
COMPETITION.

Visit the RBP booth in the virtual 
expo hall to watch an important 
video message from Mike Hess.

RBP5524 • Paper • $12.99

http://bju.edu/glory


notes
GENERAL SESSION 

Mike Hess | Monday, 12 p.m.
“Stay in Your Lane”
John 21

perspective24

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21&version=ESV


notes
GENERAL SESSION 

Steve DeWitt | Monday, 4 p.m.
“The Supremacy of Christ”
Colossians 1:18

perspective 25

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+1%3A18&version=ESV


http://regularbaptistchaplaincy.org


RBP WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDIES

What’s on your list?

®

Order your Women’s Bible Studies today!
RBPstore.org • 1.800.727.4440 (Can. 1.800.366.8004) 

Many people think it’s that one more 
thing they buy that will make them 

happy—only to find themselves 
still empty. No matter how much 
you fill your cart, things will never 

truly satisfy. This study considers six 
ingredients for spiritual growth to put 

on your “shopping list”: faith, trust, 
gratitude, submission, “clothes,” and 
victory over adversity. Master these 
Biblically, and you will find joy as you 

grow to be more like Christ.
RBP5520 • $8.99 (Can $13.99)

SIX INGREDIENTS FOR 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

ON SALE DURING THE CONFERENCE. 
See the RBP booth in the virtual expo hall for details.

http://www.rbpstore.org/Products/CategoryCenter/WMS/Womens.aspx?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=WBS
https://www.rbpstore.org/Products/5520/shopping-list.aspx?bCategory=WMS&utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=WBS&utm_content=SL
https://www.accelevents.com/e/GARBC/portal/expo/2753


®

®

NOW MORE THAN EVER, IT’S TIME TO BE STRONG! 

Stop by our booth in the 
virtual expo hall to see 
how you can save 25% 
on a new department! 

StrongCurriculum.com

https://strongcurriculum.com/?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=SS21&utm_content=SK
https://www.accelevents.com/e/GARBC/portal/expo/507


new major
BIBLICAL

COUNSELING

abc.edu/counseling
800.678.9222

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRIES abc.edu/womens-ministries

800.678.9222

Biblical Counseling

http://abc.edu/womens-ministries
http://abc.edu/counseling


notes
GENERAL SESSION 

Steve DeWitt | Tuesday, 12 p.m.
“The Beauty of Christ”

perspective30



notes
GENERAL SESSION 

Steve DeWitt | Tuesday, 4 p.m.
“Incomprehensible God”
Romans 11:33–35

perspective 31

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+11%3A33%E2%80%9335&version=ESV


CEDARVILLE.EDU 

Undergraduate students at Cedarville will spend 

roughly 1,000 days on our campus, surrounded 

by Christian friends and godly, mentoring 

professors. We’ll encourage them to make the 

most of every one of those 1,000 days, equipping 

them through excellent education and intentional 

discipleship to live their lives aware that

EVERY DAY MATTERS.

PSALM 90:12 

 � Daily chapels
 � Required Bible minor
 � 150 undergraduate, graduate, and 
online programs

 � Doctrinal statement affirmed by all 
faculty and staff

 � 98.3% placement rate
 � Featured among Answers in Genesis’ 
select list of Creation Colleges

Bolder. Wiser. 
Closer to Christ.

http://cedarville.edu


RBP’s

B  G
Hooked on God’s Mercy

Did you have to cancel VBS this summer?
Use Big Fish Bay as a Back to School event!
Find out how at rbpVBS.org/backtoschool.

https://regularbaptistpress.org/2020/06/27/make-big-fish-bay-your-back-to-school-event/?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=VBS20&utm_content=backtoschool


http://baptistbuildersclub.org/guidelines




REGULAR BAPTIST MINISTRIES
Mike Hess, National Representative

GARBC.org

It became popular in the ninth century 
under Roman Emperor Charlemagne to divide 
history into two time intervals: BC (“Before 
Christ”) and AD (Anno Domini, “the year of 
our Lord”). I believe the best way to report 
on this past year of serving our fellowship 
of churches is to break the year down as 
pre–COVID-19 and post–COVID-19. These 
words from Proverbs 19:21 have reminded 
me of how comforting it is to know that God’s 
purpose will stand no matter how chaotic our 
circumstances might be: “Many are the plans 
in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of 
the Lord that will stand” (ESV).

We continue to pray for pastors and local 
churches finding ways to carry out disciple-
making ministry despite the extraordinary 
measures being taken to stop the spread 
of this highly contagious disease. We also 
continue to pray for those grieving the loss 
of loved ones and those working on the front 
lines, helping the sick and working to find a 
way to stop the spread of COVID-19. God is 

still drawing sinners to faith in His Son and 
growing individuals into the image of Christ. 
I commend you and your churches for being 
flexible, ministering in contexts that were 
unimaginable at this time last year. 

Despite the outbreak of COVID-19 here 
in North America—which has limited the 
normal life of local churches—the GARBC 
is experiencing the excitement of having 
unaffiliated churches reach out to inquire 
about associating with the GARBC. Meanwhile 
Regular Baptist Press was having another 
solid year, with increasing sales and the 
completion of a curriculum revision, prior to 
the nationwide lockdown. Our international 
partnerships continued to enjoy exponential 
growth, especially in Latin America. Several 
US churches received generous grants from 
Regular Baptist Builders Club, helping with 
disaster relief, revitalization, and church 
planting. GARBC-endorsed chaplains continue 
to serve in a multitude of contexts, sharing 
the gospel and helping individuals and 
families hurting and in need of comfort and 
counsel. 

I’ve come to appreciate the Resource 
Center staff in even more profound ways 

GARBC 202036

“I commend you and your 
churches for being flexible, 
ministering in contexts that 
were unimaginable at this  

time last year.”

http://GARBC.org


during this crisis. The staff has shown 
incredible flexibility and resilience, putting 
much work into making sure we maintain 
our ministry’s financial feasibility. I praise 
God that as of now, we have not had to lay 
off or eliminate any positions of employment 
with Regular Baptist Ministries. The annual 
conference staff and conference committee 
of the Council of Eighteen have also shown 
tremendous flexibility and have worked hard 
at transitioning the 2020 GARBC Conference to 
a virtual online format. 

Further, we have worked 
hard at producing Biblically 
faithful and relevant articles 
through our web and social 
media platforms that address 
cultural, theological, and 
ecclesiastical issues from our 
doctrinal position. I’m also 
excited about the release of 
my first book, No Contest: 
Overcoming a Competitive Spirit. 
The book’s premise emphasizes 
that when we compete and 
compare ourselves with other 
individuals and ministries, we 
fail to love and serve them. I hope you find the 
book a blessing and encouragement. 

For the future, I will be investing a lot of 
resources and energy in reproducing leaders 
in both local churches and our association. I 
want to intentionally and attentively live out 
the mandate given in 2 Timothy 2:2 to see 
new leaders raised up—leaders who share 
our passion and commitment to the Word, the 

Great Commission, expositional preaching, 
faithful hermeneutics, and our doctrinal 
position. The future vitality and relevancy of 
our fellowship depend on us training a new 
generation of leaders.  

My wife, Christina, and I continue to 
count it a high privilege and blessing to 
serve this fellowship. I’m passionate about 
what we stand for, and I sense solid forward 
momentum in the GARBC. On a more 
personal note, by God’s grace, my walk with 
the Lord and His Word has remained fruitful 

and growing. Christina is the love of my 
life, and I’m grateful to have her as my 
life partner. We rejoice to see God at 
work in our children’s lives as they are 
in their college years. God is so good 
to us. We are humbled and grateful to 
be in His service. 

Moving forward as a fellowship, I 
encourage you to continue to pray and 
consider how you and your church can 
be involved in the GARBC. 
• Consider having Manning Brown, 
Clare Jewell, Chris Hindal, or David 
Gunn minister in your church / present 

his ministry. 
• Look into investing in a group subscription 

to the Baptist Bulletin. 
• Disciple your people with materials from 

Regular Baptist Press.
Your investment in this association will help 

us to more effectively “Make Disciples through 
Healthy Local Churches.” 

NO CONTEST

MIKE HESS

NO CONTEST
Overcoming a Competitive Spirit
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Mark Johnson

As you might have expected before you 
read this report, recent events have affected 
the finances of the ministry in significant and 
unusual ways. While we have seen financial 
losses in our publishing ministry stemming 
from the halts to in-person church gatherings, 
we have also seen blessings during this time, 
and God has continued to provide for our 
needs.

For the period of March—
May 2020, sales of Regular 
Baptist Press materials were 
down by almost $1 million, a 
decrease of 65% compared 
to last year. This measure 
closely matches the overall 
net loss on the fiscal 2019–20 
financial report presented 
here. However, we note that 
our overall working capital 
balances have not been 
reduced to that extent. This is 
due to several factors, most 
notably the acquisition of a 
Payroll Protection Program 
(PPP) forgivable loan made available by the 
CARES Act, and the fact that there are noncash 
expenses in the financial reports.

Working capital balances, consisting of cash 
and investments, totaled $1,245,000 ($437,000 
unrestricted) at April 30, 2020, compared to 
$1,430,000 ($593,000 unrestricted) one year 
ago. Approximately $150,000 was invested 
this fiscal year to complete the Sunday School 
curriculum revision, a commitment made well 
before the COVID-19 pandemic began.

In addition to the PPP loan, we have taken 
several measures to counter further financial 

losses. Expenses have been reduced where 
possible, and many of our printers and other 
business partners worked with us to offer 
more flexible cost and payment terms. We 
quickly made more RBP educational resources 
available in an online, digital format, and we 
are currently developing additional digital 
options.

We are incredibly grateful for the hundreds 
of individuals and churches 
that generously supported 
the ministry this past 
year. Faithful givers have 
provided a stronghold in 
these uncertain times, 
and they allowed us to 
grow in our service to 
churches and make an 
impact for the gospel 
worldwide. In addition to 
our ongoing supporters, 
we were blessed by the 
thoughtfulness of several 
individuals who went to be 
with the Lord this year and 

used their legacies to further the work of the 
ministry.

The national 403(b) retirement plan is up 
and running! After the GARBC announced 
the plan kickoff in this report last year, many 
churches have completed the enrollment 
process and have begun to make progress 
toward improved financial planning for their 
pastors and staff. This represents one of many 
benefits offered to churches through the 
association, and I am grateful for the privilege 
of ministering to churches and servant leaders 
through the GARBC.
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The COVID-19 pandemic brought with it 
unique challenges for GARBC’s financial 
landscape.



Builders'
Churches Press Chaplains Int'l Club

4,413,948$    -$             4,413,948$    -$              -$            -$             
556,815         137,443       58,867           60,307          230,681      69,517         
(10,063)          -               (7,469)            -                -              (2,594)          
43,141           42,376         -                 -                765             -               
83,882           154,111       (118,549)        2,040            30,095        16,185         

5,087,723$    333,930$     4,346,797$    62,347$        261,541$    83,108$       

Cost of Products 1,644,732$    -$             1,644,732$    -$              -$            -$             
Fulfillment & Shipping 337,862         -               337,862         -                -              -               
Marketing & Promotion 261,787         -               252,013         -                -              -               

2,244,381$    -$             2,234,607$    -$              -$            -$             

Salaries & Housing 2,002,903$    173,129$     1,670,181$    26,874$        78,751$      53,967$       
Benefits & Employer Taxes 839,713         76,691         725,308         14,632          6,132          16,950         

2,842,616$    249,820$     2,395,489$    41,506$        84,883$      70,917$       

General Office Expenses 69,256$         11,447$       50,472$         1,435$          2,892$        12,783$       
Telephone & Internet 61,673           5,207           51,650           1,097            2,790          929              
Information Technology 162,864         11,459         139,784         3,797            3,787          4,038           
Finance, Insurance & Legal 142,682         9,490           123,402         1,081            1,349          7,361           
Facilities & Maintenance 57,016           4,883           52,133           -                -              -               
Grants & Assistance 144,857         -               -                 194               24,633        120,030       
Annual Conference 63,043           43,394         4,989             2,148            2,499          10,013         
Travel & Hospitality 83,426           35,836         26,527           4,976            11,960        4,126           
Depreciation & Amortization 135,431         8,101           125,181         550               1,171          428              
Internal Transfers 54,688           207              41,786           430               6,012          6,253           

974,936$       130,024$     615,924$       15,708$        57,093$      165,961$     

6,061,933$    379,844$     5,246,020$    57,214$        141,976$    236,878$     

(974,210)$      (45,914)$      (899,223)$      5,133$          119,565$    (153,770)$    

Financial Report

Fiscal Year 2020 by Ministry (initial estimates prior to auditor review)

R  e  g  u  l  a  r     B  a  p  t  i  s  t
COMBINED

Revenues

MINISTRIES

Product Sales
Contributions
Investments
Conferences
Internal Transfers & Other

Net Gain/(Loss)

Total Revenues

Expenses

Products & Fulfillment

Staffing

Operations

Total Expenses
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REGULAR BAPTIST PRESS
David Gunn

RegularBaptistPress.org

As I write this report, our state (along with 
many others) has been on COVID-19 lockdown 
for just over two months. This situation has 
been disastrous for businesses all across 
the country, and Regular Baptist Press is no 
exception. Our orders (and consequently our 
revenue) fell drastically during this period. We 
are hoping and praying that the situation will 
reverse itself as the economy begins reopening 
in the coming weeks. To mitigate the damage 
as much as possible, RBP has taken the 
following steps:
• Made multiple Strong 

Curriculum resources 
available to our 
customers in digital 
formats to enable 
greater opportunities 
for online and at-
home discipleship.

• Developed a brand-
new Parents’ Guide 
resource to equip 
parents to teach 
Strong Curriculum 
material to their kids 
at home while on 
lockdown.

• Promoted Kids4Truth 
Clubs as an at-home 
discipleship tool available to parents. We 
have made an entire unit of Kids4Truth 
material available as a free digital download 
and have heavily promoted our free daily 
Kids4Truth devotional podcast.

• Encouraged our VBS customers to either 
plan on holding their VBS programs a 
little later in the year or to offer VBS in 

alternative formats and delivery options. 
We released an extensive online guide 
explaining the best options for doing this.

• Postponed release of RBP’s forthcoming 
Strong Students curriculum line until fall 
2021.
Despite the economic setbacks, we know 

that our God remains firmly in control of 
the situation, and we intend to continue our 
mission of providing church educational 

resources that are true 
to God’s Word and 
encourage maturity in 
Christ as long as we 
are able to do so.

This past year saw 
the completion of 
several RBP projects, 
including our Strong 
Kids curriculum 
revision, 2020’s 
Vacation Bible School 
program (Big Fish Bay: 
Hooked on God’s Mercy), 
and the publication of 
multiple books: Against 
the Tide: Godly Living in 
a Godless World (Diane 
Scallon), Thirst No More: 
God’s Refreshing Love 

(Mike Augsburger), Shopping List: Six Ingredients 
for Spiritual Growth (Carole Combs), No Contest: 
Overcoming a Competitive Spirit (Mike Hess), 
and revised editions of Baptism: Who Needs It? 
(Robert Barnett) and Basic Bible Truths (Ralph 
Burns).

Goals for the upcoming year include the 
following:
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• Continue developing a digital publishing 
strategy. We have already signed a contract 
with Logos Bible Software to make our 
Regular Baptist Books catalog available on 
their platform. We are in the process of 
exploring additional platforms that might be 
a good fit for our book resources.

• Ramp up production on the New Testament 
Exposition Commentary series. The 
manuscripts for the first four volumes 
are in varying stages of completion, with 
completion of the first two manuscripts 
expected by the end of 2020. Our desire is 
to publish Matthew in late 2021, Romans in 
late 2022, and Acts and Revelation in 2023.

• Continue production of Strong Students 
curriculum and begin preproduction of 
Strong Adults.

• Expand the reach of the Strong Kids, 
Kids4Truth Clubs, and Vacation Bible School 
material. We have consistently received 
positive feedback on these resource lines, 
and prior to the COVID-19 outbreak we 
were seeing promising growth in all three 

customer bases. We remain hopeful that 
that momentum can be regained.

• Publish a variety of resources and books, 
including Bible studies on evangelism, 
grace, Titus, and 1 Corinthians; an Easter 
devotional focusing on Christ’s cross-work; 
an RBB release exploring the history of 
Christian persecution; and material to aid 
in the process of initiating newcomers into 
formal local church membership.
Before our Lord ascended into Heaven, He 

charged His disciples—and, by extension, all 
of us—to “make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all things that I have commanded 
you” (Matt. 28:19–20). That mandate lies at the 
heart of everything we do at Regular Baptist 
Press. May God find us—and all His churches—
equal to the task.
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REGULAR BAPTIST INTERNATIONAL 
Chris Hindal

GARBCinternational.org

A few pastors and many church members 
are still saying in amazement, “I had no idea our 
association had any international involvement!” 
In reality, our international partners plant 
far more churches than we do in the US. The 
Biblical Baptist Partnership International 
represents eight times more churches than are 
part of our Regular 
Baptist fellowship. 
So, quantitatively, 
our international 
partnership is much 
larger than the GARBC 
itself. Learn more by 
inviting me to present 
this ministry at your 
church. Email me at 
chindal@garbc.org. 
Your church family 
will be encouraged 
by what God is 
doing through our 
international ministry.

Deb and I praise 
God for His protection. 
When we were in 
Australia in February, 
Deb was hospitalized for eight days with angina. 
She had three blockages in her arteries, and all 
were safely treated with stents. Her hospital 
stay delayed our return to the States by one 
week, but God faithfully restored her health, 
and we are so very grateful.

COVID-19 brought many restrictions 
and challenges, but it also provided new 
opportunities for ministry. Across Africa and 
India, thousands receive daily wages for their 

work and purchase food for their families each 
day. When they could not work, they could not 
eat. Hunger was more of a problem across 
developing countries than the virus was. Before 
the scope of the problem was understood, I 
set a goal of raising $5,000 to assist in hunger 
relief. Praise God, over $10,000 were received 

and distributed 
to associations in 
eight countries. 

During the 
pandemic, 
shipping was 
temporarily 
suspended into 
many countries. 
While we had 
been sending 
VBS digitally on 
CDs, we began 
transferring it 
electronically. 
Not everyone 
can download a 

large file, but it is 
the most efficient 
way to transfer the 

information when possible.
This spring my travel schedule came to a 

halt, but my inbox overflowed. Communicating 
with our partners during the crisis became 
a critical ministry of encouragement and 
counsel. We look forward to resuming our 
travel schedule. I am praying to keep scheduled 
conferences in Democratic Republic of Congo 
and Togo, West Africa, in August. 

Peruvian Pastors met with Chris Hindal for a time of  
encouragment, prayer, and strategizing.

http://GARBCinternational.org
mailto:chindal@garbc.org


REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCH PLANTING 
Clare Jewell

rbChurchPlanting.org

This year we are blessed to be part of an 
ethnic church plant in which a Filipino church 
near San Diego, Calif., is parenting a Hispanic 
church in Arkansas! It is exciting to see ethnic 
groups cross over to reach people from other 
ethnicities. With the 
changes that are 
happening across our 
country, I expect to 
see more of this type 
of church planting in 
the future. This new 
church plant, Iglesia 
Bautista La Gracia, 
in Bryant, Ark., has 
been started by Oscar 
Galan. 

In October we 
started our second 
church planter 
residency with Jason Philip. Jason was saved 
out of Hinduism and is doing his residency at 
All Nations Baptist Church in Queens, New 
York City. With Jason completing his residency 
in October 2020, we are expecting him to start 
a church in Queens in 2021–2022. Please pray 
that we will have another one to two residents 
placed for fall 2020. 

For the balance of 2020, my focus will be on 
three initiatives that are critical for expanding 
church planting in our fellowship:

1. Regional catalysts. We have six pastors 
firmly committed to starting our first cohort 
of regional catalysts. We have scheduled 
orientation and training for this September. 
Meanwhile, each pastor will recruit four to five 
churches to form a small regional network 
focused on leadership development and church 

planting in their region. Research indicates that 
these types of networks are the most effective 
way to plant multiple churches over time. Our 
networks are scheduled to launch in January 
2021 and start their first churches in the spring 

of 2022. Please pray for God 
to pour out His blessing on 
this endeavor. 

2. Leadership 
development. I have 
completed a three-tier 
system for leadership 
development that churches 
can use to start a farm-
system approach to raising 
up leaders. The plan is to 
announce this in June and 
do a hard launch in late 
August 2020. This system 
will be vital in helping 

GARBC churches develop the leaders we need 
to revitalize existing churches and plant new 
ones.

3. Church revitalization. Through the 
Regular Baptist Builders Club, the GARBC 
secured a license for a 12-month church 
revitalization program that will be available 
to our churches at a reasonable cost. We 
will announce this program at the annual 
conference in June and then launch in August. 
This is a great opportunity for our churches to 
get some traction. This is significant for future 
church planting efforts, as we need healthy 
churches to reproduce.
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First Baptist Church in Bowling Green, Ohio, is in the 
beginning stages of the church revitalization process 
after receiving one of the first Regular Baptist Build-
ers Club Lift Up grants.

http://rbchurchplanting.org
http://rbChurchPlanting.org


REGULAR BAPTIST BUILDERS CLUB
Clare Jewell

BaptistBuildersClub.org

Over the past year, the Regular Baptist 
Builders Club gave out $133,000 in grants! 
We praise God for the faithful giving of our 
partners that allows us to serve our fellowship 
churches. It was great to see $60,000 go 
specifically to church planting and leadership 
development.

In November, we started a strategic 
planning process that continues to move 
forward. These are our primary goals to reach 
in the next year:
1. Join Regular Baptist Builders Club and 

Regular Baptist Church Planting into one 
organization. We will be making a proposal 
along these lines at the Council of Eighteen 
meeting in June. This will allow for greater 
synergy and simplicity as well as a name 
change that should help us gain more 
traction with new donors.

2. Develop a more thorough assessment and 
vetting process for our grants. At the same 
time, we will continue to make it simpler for 
us to partner with churches in the GARBC. 
This will include an edit of our current 
forms.

3. Focus on increasing and enhancing our 
fund-raising efforts. We have meetings 
planned in May and August to discuss ways 
to improve our ability to receive legacy gifts 
from individuals and churches. This has 
been a major source of large donations to 
the RBBC. We are also developing fund-
raising events. We were planning one for 
October 2020 but are going to reschedule 
for October 2021 because of the COVID-19 
issues.

4. Continue to focus on ways to engage our 
churches in revitalization and leadership 
development. In addition to ideas shared in 
the Regular Baptist Church Planting Report, 
we are partnering with several other 
organizations to gain a $1 million grant from 
the Lilly Foundation, which will be targeted 
for revitalizing churches. The application for 
this grant will be submitted in June. In July 
we should find out if we receive the grant. 
Please pray that God will move in the hearts 
of the people assessing our application.
Please consider supporting the Regular 

Baptist Builders Club personally and through 
your church’s budget. Thanks so much for all of 
your prayers and encouragement!

44 GARBC 2020

Restored Church in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., received a $10,000 
Build Up grant for the construction of new bathrooms and 
the updating of children’s ministry spaces.

http://BaptistBuildersClub.org
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BAPTIST BULLETIN
David Gunn

BaptistBulletin.org

The Baptist Bulletin magazine was the 
first thing the GARBC ever published. It 
launched in 1933 with the stated objective “to 
maintain a testimony to the supernaturalism 
of Christianity as opposed to the 
antisupernaturalism of modernism.” Nearly 
nine decades have now passed, and although 
the battle lines are drawn somewhat differently 
today than they were in 1933, the need for a 
publication that champions Biblical teaching, 
sound theology, and Christian ethics from a 
Regular Baptist perspective has never been 
greater. Toward that end, the Baptist Bulletin 
continues to advocate for the fundamentals of 
Christianity in the face of growing secularism, 
worldliness, heresy, and relativism. At the same 
time, we seek to contextualize the principles 
and values of our faith by applying these 
timeless truths to the context of an ever-
changing and ever-innovating culture.
In 2019–2020, the Bulletin explored the 
following cultural and theological trends and 
issues from a Biblical worldview:
• The need for evangelistic methodology to 

be rooted in rigorous exegesis and theology
• The ongoing battle over abortion and the 

church’s obligation to speak up boldly for 
the rights of the unborn

• The troubling theological compromises 
coming out of Andy Stanley’s ministry, 
epitomized in his recent book Irresistible

• The spiritual damage inflicted by the 
celebrity pastor syndrome

• The importance of seminary education
• The indispensability of the Young-Earth 

Creationist understanding of Genesis 1—2

• Christianity’s relationship to the 
environment and environmentalism

• Various problems with the prevailing 
wisdom on climate change

• How dispensationalists should understand 
the Ten Commandments and their 
relationship to Christians living in the age of 
grace

• The importance of interpreting the Bible 
according to originalist principles

• The relationship of Biblical prophecy to 
personal sanctification

• The doctrine of imminence and the Rapture
• The problems with a transactional approach 

to spirituality
• The flaws inherent to scientism and 

methodological naturalism
• The dangers presented by the 

transgenderism movement—especially 
insofar as children are concerned 

We also reported on news stories and ministry 
issues of particular interest to Regular Baptists, 
such as
• The prayer ministry of chaplain Pamela 

Russell
• The passing of theological giants Rolland D. 

McCune and John C. Whitcomb
• Developing trends among young 

fundamentalists concerning Israel and 
Zionism

• Church planting and revitalization efforts by 
churches in fellowship with the GARBC

http://BaptistBulletin.org


REGULAR BAPTIST CHAPLAINCY
Manning Brown

RegularBaptistChaplaincy.org

Amid uncertainty, God’s sovereignty 
remains constant. During the past year we 
endorsed six new chaplains to serve in the 
military and in institutional settings. We also 
saw three of our chaplains retire. They are
• Ch. (Col) Whit Woodard from the Civil Air 

Patrol and police department chaplaincy,
• Ch. Don Johnson from hospice chaplaincy,
• and Ch. Ernest Dieterle from prison 

chaplains.
It was also great 
to see some of 
our chaplains be 
recognized for their 
work in ministry:
• Ch. Randy Curry 

was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel. 
Randy is an 
active duty Army 
chaplain.

• Ch. Scott Conner 
was promoted 
to major. Scott is an Air Force Reserve 
chaplain.

• Ch. David Hill was recognized for 25 years 
(and still counting) of chaplaincy ministry 
with the Michigan State Police.

• Ch. (Col) John Murdoch assumed 
responsibilities as chief of chaplains for the 
Civil Air Patrol.
As an association we have the privilege 

to endorse as chaplains men and women of 
amazing caliber. We currently have 94 chaplains 
serving in ministry.

Last year the Lord brought Jennifer and 
me back to our home state of Michigan. It 
has been an incredible blessing to be close to 
our younger son (and soon to be daughter-in-
law), parents, and extended family. Our older 
son and his wife ushered us into the status of 
“Gramps and Gran” as they were blessed with 
a beautiful baby boy last fall. On March 1, I left 
the pastorate position I had taken last April. It 
was an amicable departure, and it has allowed 
me to focus all my attention on our chaplains, 
their families, and the chaplaincy ministry, 

which I truly love.
In September I was one of the 

speakers at the Eastern Michigan 
Association of Regular Baptist Churches, 
in Caro, Michigan. In November, 
Jennifer and I traveled to Northfield 
Baptist Church in Northfield, Ohio, 
where I spoke during their Veteran’s 
Day service. In January, Jennifer and 
I attended Randy Curry’s promotion 
ceremony at Ft. Jackson, South Carolina. 
Then in February we traveled to 
Patrick Air Force Base, Florida, where 

I officiated over the promotion ceremony for 
Scott Conner.

For the year ahead I will be focused on 
caring for and encouraging our current 
chaplains and their families and on recruiting 
new chaplains. I will also seek ways to expand 
support for the chaplaincy by highlighting the 
chaplaincy ministry on the web, through social 
media, in traditional correspondence, and 
during speaking engagements.

Jennifer and I are blessed beyond words to 
be entrusted with the chaplaincy ministry. 

46 GARBC 2020

http://RegularBaptistChaplaincy.org


OPERATION
SAFE HARBOR

Showing Mercy 
to Orphans

 rbpVBS.org/missions
India • Myanmar • Haiti • Uganda • Bangladesh

Not having VBS this summer? 
Take a special offering to help meet this critical need!

https://2020.rbpvbs.org/?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=VBS20&utm_content=missions#missions


http://baptistbulletin.org


RBP WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDIES

®

Order your Women’s Bible Studies today!
RBPstore.org • 1.800.727.4440 (Can. 1.800.366.8004) 

AGAINST THE TIDE!

Living godly in today’s 
culture requires going 
against the tide of popular 
opinion on a whole host 
of issues, including the 
importance of God in 
daily life.

Stand

ON SALE DURING THE CONFERENCE. 
See the RBP booth in the virtual expo hall for details.

https://www.rbpstore.org/Products/5521/against-the-tide.aspx?bCategory=WMS&utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=WBS&utm_content=ATD
http://www.rbpstore.org/?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=WBS
http://www.rbpstore.org/Products/CategoryCenter/WMS/Womens.aspx?utm_source=GARBC&utm_medium=conference&utm_campaign=WBS
https://www.accelevents.com/e/GARBC/portal/expo/2753


http://baptistbuildersclub.org/newsletter-sign-up


Wonder World Fun Fest 
RBP’s 2021 Vacation Bible School kit 
Lock in this great deal today!

Stop by the RBP VBS booth in the virtual 
expo hall to learn how The Evangelistic 
VBSTM can make your VBS extraordinary!

Price $124.99 $104.99
Ships November 2020

Special conference rates are available only during the conference.
Each item will be shipped as soon as it becomes available. 

Vacation Bible School & Church Directory Preorder Form

Building Lives by the Book

CLICK HERE TO PREORDER

Gain access to valuable information
• Association benefits and services
• Fellowshipping churches
• Pastors and assistants
• GARBC staff and officers
• GARBC chaplains
• State associations and camps
• GARBC constitution and articles of faith
• Christian workers’ index
• International partners

Price $29.99 $26.99 + $3 per book S&H
Ships January 2021

10%
OFF

$20
OFF

®

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MV23DDQ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MV23DDQ


http://bmm.org


Study God’s Word surrounded by His Natural Revelation  
with profs who merge practical experience with academic excellence   

SHASTA BIBLE COLLEGE    
& GRADUATE SCHOOL  

 

shasta.edu 

       Accredited by 1(800)-800-4SBC(4722) | (530)-221-4275 
2951 Goodwater Ave. | Redding, CA 96002  

 
David R. Nicholas, Th.D. President 

Royal D. Blue, D.D., Chancellor 

Certificates, A.A., B.A., M.A., M.S., and M.DIV. Degrees 
Bible & Theology, Education and Biblical Counseling  

Apply now at shasta.edu/apply 
Admissions @shasta.edu 

Prof. George Gunn 
Ph.D., D.Min. 
Church Planter 
Former Pastor 
Greek specialist 
Chair, Bible Dept. 

Prof. Dan Iles 
Th.M., D.Min. 
Church Planter 
Missionary 
Graduate Dean 
Practical Theol. 

Faith McCarthy 
B.A., M.S. 
Former teacher 
Registrar 
Undergrad Dean 
Education Prof. 

Prof. Tom Meyer 
M.A., M.A. 
The Bible 
Memory Man! 
Bible recitation 
Archaeology 

Prof. Matt Silva 
D.Min. in process 
Assist. Pastor 
ACBC Certified 
Chair, Biblical 
Counseling Dept. 

Study on campus  or by online Distance Education 

http://shasta.edu/apply


http://garbcConference.org



