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Hindals in Peru

C hris and Deb Hindal responded to an invitation by the 
Association of Baptist Churches in Trujillo, Peru. The trip 
developed as a twenty-one-day journey that included vis-
its to churches in both Peru and Guyana.

About Peru . . .
Peru is a country of topo-

graphical diversity. The var-
ied landscape includes Pa-
cifi c beaches, dry coastal 
cities, barren Andes foothills, 
towering peaks of the great 
Andes range, vast tropical 
high jungle, and low jungle 
in which the mighty Amazon 
River fl ows. Peru’s rich history
dates back to the second 

century, when the country was ruled by the Moche people, who 
dominated for six hundred years. The magnifi cent ruins reveal 
their pagan religious festivals and their infatuation with the sun 
and moon, which they regarded as gods. Though the civilization 
was quite advanced in building and artistry, the depravity of their 
paganism was manifested in human sacrifi ce. 

Insights from the Chan Chan dynasty (800 to the mid-1400s) 
can be gathered from the extensive ruins covering approximately 
ten square miles. Visitors are guided through the area with a his-
torical narrative. Even though Peru is mostly known for the rule of 
the Incas (1500s), the Incas dominated the area for only about 
sixty years. Then Spaniards, who were pursuing silver and gold, 
conquered the country.

The Hindals’ fi rst min-
istry took place in Trujillo, 
which is about an hour’s 
fl ight north of Lima. Baptist 
Mid-Missions fi rst sent mis-
sionaries there in the 1930s. 
Twenty independent Baptist 
churches that trace their 
roots to that missionary work 
presently minister to this city 
of 750,000. Jonathan and Julie Stilwell warmly received Chris and 
Deb into their home, and their family served as the Hindals’ hosts 
and haven away from home. 

Gethsemane Baptist Church
Ironically, Chris and Deb’s fi rst two ministry opportunities, scheduled 

for Sunday morning, were cancelled because of a nationwide census 
conducted that day. By governmental order, every family in the country 
of Peru was to stay home from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. So the Hindals held 
a family service with the Stilwells. Sunday evening Chris preached at 
the Gethsemane Baptist Church, which is pastored by Jonathan Stilwell. 
Gethsemane Baptist meets in its own three-story concrete and stucco 

building. The fi rst two fl oors 
are fi nished with adequate 
space for three hundred to four 
hundred worshipers. The third 
story is presently under con-
struction and designed to be 
the pastor’s home. About fi fty 
people attended that evening. 
The Hindals found them warm 
and receptive.

Capital  Lima   12°2.6S, 77°1.7W
Offi  cial languages  Spanish1
Demonym  Peruvian
Government  Presidential republic
President  Alan García Pérez
Vice President  Luis Giampietri Rojas
Prime Minister  Jorge Del Castillo
President of Congress  Luis Gonzales Posada
Independence  from Spain 
Declared  July 28, 1821 
Recognized  December 9, 1824 
Area
Total  1,285,220 km² (20th)   
 496,222 sq mi 
Water (%)  8.80
Population
July 2007 estimate  28,674,757 (41st)
2005 census  27,219,266 
Density  22/km² (183rd)    57/sq mi
GDP (PPP)  2007 estimate
Total  $207.985 billion (51st)
Per capita  $7,410 (79th)
GDP (nominal)  2007 estimate
Total  $101.504 billion (55th)
Per capita  $3,616 (87th)
Gini (2002)  54.6 (high) 
HDI (2005)  0.773 (medium) (87th)
Currency  Nuevo Sol (PEN)
Time zone  PET (UTC-5)
Internet TLD  .pe
Calling code  +51

Capital  Georgetown    6°46N, 58°10W
Offi  cial languages  English
Regional languages  Guyanese Creole, Akawaio, Hindustani, 
 Macushi, Wai-Wai, Arawakan, Cariban
Demonym  Guyanese
Government  Semi-presidential republic
President  Bharrat Jagdeo
Prime Minister  Sam Hinds
Independence from the United Kingdom  May 26, 1966 
Area
Total  214,970 km² (84th)   83,000 sq mi 
Water (%)  8.4
Population
July 2007 estimate  751,0001 (162nd)
2007 census  751,223 
Density  3.5/km² (217th)
9.1/sq mi
GDP (PPP)  2005 estimate
Total  $1.378 billion (157th)
Per capita  $4,612 (106th)
HDI (2007)  0.750 (medium) (97th)
Currency  Guyanese dollar (GYD)
Time zone  (UTC-4)
Internet TLD  .gy
Calling code  +592
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Getting to Georgetown

The next leg of the journey—which would take Chris and Deb to 
Georgetown, Guyana—was prolonged by some travel prob-
lems. As unreasonable as it may seem, the flight pattern from 

Lima, Peru, to Georgetown, Guyana, goes through Miami, Florida. 
Over the next day and a half, three different pilots put the Hindals’ 
flights in a holding pattern; four times the pilots nearly landed and 
at the last minute had to abort for various reasons: fog, no runway 
lights, and another plane on the runway. Chris and Deb spent an 
unscheduled night in Tobago because the airport in Trinidad was 
closed. Needless to say, they were happy to finally meet Everard 

Baptist Seminary of Peru

The approximately four-acre campus of the Baptist Seminary of 
Peru is located within walking distance of the Stilwells’ home. The 
Hindals were privileged to take part in the celebration of the semi-
nary’s thirty-sixth anniversary. Chris preached each morning in chapel 

and in the evening services. 
Pastor Julio, the pastor of 
the Ebenezer Baptist church 
in Trujillo, invited Chris and 
Deb into his home. He and 
his wife served the Hindals a 
delicious Peruvian-style meal 
on Wednesday evening. That 
night Chris preached in the 
midweek service. Several 
church choirs and special 

music groups participated in the Thursday evening concert, attended 
by about eight hundred people. Five hundred fifteen guests enjoyed 
a wonderful banquet on Friday night, complete with linen tablecloths 
on round tables, under a specially designed outdoor tent. The warm 
fellowship offset the cool evening temperature.

Reverend Enoc Principe di-
rects this fine seminary, with a 
current student body of about 
one hundred. The campus 
includes dormitories for both 
men and women and for mar-
ried students. Several faculty 
also have homes on the cam-
pus. The main three-story aca-
demic building includes a caf-
eteria, classrooms, a library, 

and a chapel. Aside from the studies, campus life seems to center 
around the snack shack and the soccer field. It would be hard to ex-
aggerate the impact of Baptist Mid-Missions at the seminary: Nearly 
four hundred independent Baptist churches have been established in 
Peru, and most of them are pastored by seminary graduates.

Association of Baptist Churches
Chris met with the officers of the association on Thursday morn-

ing and discussed in detail the ramifications and application pro-
cess of partnership in the International Partnership of Fundamen-
tal Baptist Ministries (IPFBM). The association met for its annual 
meeting on Friday and voted to proceed with the application to 
become part of the IPFBM. Praise the Lord!

Rest of Trujillo Ministry
The week was very busy, 

as Chris also taught four 
classes and Deb held two 
two-hour classes for the 
seminary ladies. Three stu-
dents from the high jungle 
region discussed with Chris 
the possibility of getting as-
sistance from GLS to build a 
seminary library for pastors 
in the jungle.

In Lima
The Hindals said good-bye 

to the Stilwells on Saturday, 
October 27, flew to Lima, and 
were welcomed into the home 
of ABWE missionaries Steve 
and Kelly Frerich and their 
five children. The Frerichs’ 
home is situated in the foot-
hills of the Andes Mountains 
in the southeast quadrant of 
the city, about forty-five min-
utes from the airport. Lima, the Peruvian capital, is a bustling city 
of nearly ten million people. The poorest live as squatters in shacks 
covering the hillsides; tucked away in various secluded develop-
ments, the rich occupy luxurious homes in gated communities. Rich 
or poor, the people hustle about the city using cars, taxis, and bus-
es—horns blowing—with few traffic regulations.

Steve Frerich graciously drove Chris and Deb around the city 
to see several ABWE- 
sponsored churches and 
pastors. Tom Pace pastors an 
exciting upper-class church 
in a beautiful church facility. 
One of Steve Frerich’s clos-
est Peruvian friends pastors 
a church of about forty-five 
people in a poorer section of 
the city. ABWE missionaries 
David and Evelyn Stone have 
been used of God to start four pregnancy centers, the main one 
strategically situated near the university campus. The Hindals were 
greatly impressed as they toured the facility and especially when 
they saw a bulletin board filled with stars representing the nearly one 
hundred women who have been saved and pink and blue paper 
dolls showing the number of babies’ lives that have been spared. 

Through a generous 
ABWE contributor, a won-
derful three-story brick 
building on a corner lot—
complete with a playground 
and athletic court—houses a 
seminary, Christian school, 
and local church. Neil 
Heim directs the seminary 
of eighty-two evening stu-
dents. Rich Davis adminis-
ters the school of fifty pre-K through grade four students, pri-
marily upper-class Peruvian children. Peruvian Pastor Salvatore 
leads the church. The Hindals also visited a school for mission-
ary kids under the direction of Allan Frey of Baptist Mid-Missions. 
It is a great facility, presently enrolling twenty-seven students.

Steve Frerich led his church in special meetings and had Chris 
preach Sunday morning and evening and Monday and Tuesday 
evenings. The Frerichs’ church has a nice cement and stucco 
building, averages about 140 on a Sunday, and is searching for a 
Peruvian pastor to take Steve’s place.

The Hindals in Guyana
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Cadogan, the Guyanese as-
sociation’s president, at the 
airport on Friday, November 
2—thirteen hours late.
Guyana gained its inde-

pendence from Great Britain 
in 1966. The British marked 
the country with the English 
language, English-style ar-
chitecture, and left-side-of-
the-road driving patterns. 
Free public education is 
available through secondary 
school. The primary religion 
is said to be Christian, al-
though Hinduism and Islam 
have a lot of influence. The 
cities appear to be typical 
of developing countries: lit-
tered streets, outdoor mar-
kets, and many buildings in 
need of maintenance.

In Georgetown
Guyana Association of Baptist Churches arranged for Chris 

and Deb to stay at the Guyana Bible College, where Ken and 
Karen Glover served as their hosts. The Hindals stayed in 

their own apartment, and Karen served them delicious meals.  
The partnering association of Baptist churches is comprised of 

five local churches: two in 
Georgetown and the other 
three down the coast ap-
proximately 125 miles in 
Berbice. On Saturday, No-
vember 3, representatives 
from all five of the churches 
met with Chris to discuss 
the challenges of their min-
istries. The purpose of the 
meeting was to begin the 

relationship that is so vital to sustaining a partnership. Chris came 
away with several ideas as potential links to enhance the partner-
ship’s common vision. On Sunday Chris preached at both of the 
churches in Georgetown, with a special service to the deaf on 
Sunday evening with Brother David Cole. 

In Berbice
Both Brother Everard Cadogan and Brother David Cole took the 

day off from their full-time jobs and took Chris and Deb to see the 
churches in Berbice. Brother Allen Bhajan also took time off work 

and joined the tour. Brother 
Allen pastors two of the three 
churches in the Berbice 
area. These three churches 
reach into rural areas where 
there is much competition 
from Hinduism, Islam, and a 
variety of cults. The ladies of 
the church in Village #73 pre-
pared a delicious chicken-
curry lunch as other church 

leaders also warmly greeted the group. Each of the two churches 
that Pastor Allen leads has a congregation of about eighty children 

and forty adults. These are 
faithful folk seeking to punch 
holes in the darkness.

The Hindals’ ministry in Guy-
ana concluded on Wednes-
day evening at Kitty Baptist 
Church back in Georgetown. 
Deb conducted a Bible study 
for the ladies, and Chris spoke 
later at the prayer meeting.

The Hindals left the guest-
house on Thursday morning at 3:00 to catch an early flight that would 
eventually lead them to their home in Chicago.

Summary and Reflections
While GLS has been supplying resources for many years to sev-

eral South American countries, this was the first IPFBM trip to our 
neighbor continent to the south. The Guyana Association of Baptist 
Churches has the distinction of being the first South American part-
ner, and, the Lord willing, the Association of Baptist Churches in Tru-
jillo, Peru, will be the second. 

What a blessing to enter local churches in these developing coun-
tries and see Regular Baptist Press materials on the walls, Sunday 
School papers, VBS posters, and other educational helps aiding the 
spread of God’s Word. In discussions with the pastors, Chris uncov-
ered other needs and ways to make GLS’s efforts more effective.  
The Bible students in the high jungle of Central Peru desire to build a 
Spanish seminary library. Perhaps a Bible college in the States would 
challenge its students each to buy one book and begin this library.

The three churches in the Berbice region of Guyana are cut 
off from the Bible college and the capital. Distance and travel dif-
ficulties make it a practical impossibility to take advantage of the 
available education. Each of those churches could use a part-
nering local church in the States to assist them in projects be-
yond their means. For example, one church needs a roof. Another 
needs a pastor, but they can supply only a small amount of sup-
port. If a U.S. church could commit $500 per month for two years 
and then perhaps decrease the amount by $100 each year after 
that, this church could, by God’s grace, become self-supporting.  
In addition to pastoring, the three pastors in the Guyana association 
work full-time jobs, as do their wives. These are men of God who 
serve without compensation, but also without complaint. Think about 
the impact of a local church in the U.S. partnering with a local church 
in Guyana! 

“Lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for 
harvest!” (John 4:35, NKJV).

Two young Thai ladies, Grace and Pet, have spent a mul-
titude of countless hours over the past two years translating 
the three-year cycle of Primary materials. Not only do they 
translate the text, but they also reconfigure the activities on 
the workbook pages so that they make sense in the Thai lan-
guage.  These materials are then photocopied and distrib-
uted to several local churches.

While Grace is finishing up the last two quarters of the 
three-year primary cycle, Pet has completed nine weeks 
of the Junior High curriculum. They have their sights set on 
tackling the Pre-Primary and Junior curriculums.

Even though they do this as a labor of love without com-
pensation, they need some support to be able to complete 
this monumental project. If you would like to donate towards 
this $10,000 project, which will finish all the translation work 
for the children of Thailand, go to our donation page and 
specify “Thai translation.” What a tremendous investment 
they are making into the next generation of Thai children! 

RBP MATERIALS IN
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We are planning to accom-
plish four major projects 
this year. The fi rst project 

is to create an interactive online 
training Web site for our inter-
national partners and mission-
aries. With multiple languages, 
this site will enable believers to 
grow in Biblical teaching. It will 
have all our Spanish theology 
training courses, seminars on 
church growth, Bible institute 
classes taught by pastors, dis-
cipleship training, evangelism 
training, and youth ministry train-
ing. Our ministry partners will be 

able to watch the courses online 
or download them to share with 
others who will benefi t from this 
training. We are currently look-
ing for people to sponsor this 
Web site, which we estimate will 
cost around $50 a month for the 
Web server and software. 

Another opportunity for us is 
the upcoming Olympic Games 
in Beijing, China. GLS will help 
coordinate an outreach team 
to minister at the Games. In ad-
dition, plans are being made 
for me to travel in China to train 

more Chinese men how to use 
media in their ministries. Another 
project that corresponds with this 
opportunity will be the develop-
ment of two outreach DVDs—
one will be designed as an ESL 
training DVD and the other as a 
multi-language DVD with up to 
eight languages.

Along with all that, we will re-
cord two more Spanish training 
DVD courses. The three courses 
we have already produced are be-
ing used around the world, train-
ing godly men for the ministry.

Date: June 24, 2008

Time: 9:30 a.m.

Theme: Beyond the Borders

Speaker:  Ariel Abadiano

Cost: FREE! (Reserve your spot by 
emailing agower@garbc.org.)

For whom: Individuals desiring to 
minister in their local multicultural 
communities 

Date: Thursday, June 26, 2008
Time: 11:45 AM
Place: Crowne Plaza, Ballroom 1
Cost: Free! Contact jemery@garbc.org to 
reserve your spot.
Offering Project: Thai translation of RBP 
Sunday School children’s curriculum

Sign up and get current on the 
international ministries of the GARBC.

Goal: 
300 members on the team

What is the Commitment: 
$30 a month, which will help pay the 
shipping costs of Sunday School materi-
als into 40 countries around the world.  

Churches receive the materials free until 
they are stable enough to purchase them.  

Member  Update:
120 members committed

Who:
How about you?

GLS 
Tools
          By Chris Brown
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300
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